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Modifiers 
10 minutes 

PART I 

Identify the following underlined words as adjectives, adverbs or one of the four modifying 

phrasal types: 

1) Wherein lies the fastest rabbit in the land, my Queen?  

2) Joey Chestnut, the hot dog champion of the world, can eat rather quickly, to say the least.  

3) The developing story surrounded the minds of the journalists.  

4) The clown was not at all happy after the terrible show.  

5) Jenny Lookers, a “social media influencer”, asked for free ice cream in exchange for a post on her 

account of 220,000 followers.  

6) Closed to the public, the community pool defeated its own purpose throughout the torrid summer. 

7) The absurd headline this morning: “Florida Man Run Over by Van after Raccoon pushes Accelerator”  

8) Rounding out the evening, we strolled through the romantic parking lot at Olive Garden.  

9) The truly heinous crime did not warrant all the subsequent coverage by the fake news media.  

10) I am in severe need of a tractor trailer to transport 7 tons of Spanish Onions.  
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PART II 
 
Before the days of dank memes (or may-

mays for the normies amongst us), there was 
only the field of memetics.  Those who study the 
evolution of communication would certainly find 
interesting the linguistic descendent of their 
field: the internet meme.  The origin of memes is 
unclear, 1) and memes nowadays can be ‘deep-
fried’ beyond recognition.  Due to their 
increasing popularity, 2) the public has begun to 
demand not only more memes, but also a wider 
variety through multiple mediums and even 
looser restrictions on the internet.  The question 
for communication scientists remains whether 
memes reflect societal changes, or if these new 
quanta of entertainment are driving changes in 
society. 
 
1) Which choice most effectively completes the 

explanation of the origin of memes? 
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) so memes were only recently 

adopted by corporations and 
political campaigns. 

C) yet popular modern meme sites 
range from ‘vanilla’ forums like 
Instagram to the fringes of the dark 
web like 4chan. 

D) but the word itself was coined by 
evolutionary biologist Richard 
Dawkins in 1976. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) memes are in high demand both for 

a high quantity and a high variety. 
C) multiple mediums are desired by the 

public as a source of receiving 
memes. 

D) restrictions on internet usage, along 
with limited supply and mediums, 
have been demanded to be changed 
by the public. 



   
In Class Exercises Set A 

 

47 
 

 
The internet has changed the source of 

revenue for print publications from 
subscriptions to clicks.  Much like a well-made 
meme, 3) authors have learned to write 
headlines that serve as clickbait.  The Onion, a 
famously satirical news source, has even started 
printing real headlines to mock the lurid garbage 
being poured out by major outlets.  Scientists 
theorize that for people in the pre-internet 
world, it was a lot easier to have 4) that person’s 
primary source of information be time-
consuming. Even those of us most deeply 
immersed in meme culture can at some point 
remember their parents sitting down with the 
Sunday paper.  The bite-sized packets of 
information now distributed on every corner 
might just be making us dumber.  Shrinking 
much earlier than scheduled, 5) the human 
brain’s function is declining at shocking rates 
amongst adolescents. 
 

3)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) the modern headline resembles 

clickable bait. 
C) the challenge of modern authors has 

been to produce click-worthy 
articles. 

D) scientists have struggled to 
understand the transformation of 
articles into clickbait. 

 
4)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) his or her 
C) their 
D) those people’s 

 
5)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) adolescents’ brains are declining in 

function at a rate alarming to 
scientists. 

C) most human brains’ nerve signals 
are slowing down in a decline 
alarming to scientists. 

D) rates of decline in brain 
functionality have alarmed scientist 
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6) Furthermore, there has been a popular 
pushback against the use of devices and the 
media that they allow one to access.  Results may 
seem far off or uncertain, but researchers have 
already found increased rates of attention deficit 
and other cognitive disorders in children. 7) Yet, 
in the minds of many sociologists, the most 
damaging effect of memes has been their 
influence in elections.  Facebook, a site that 
services millions, estimates that over 70% of 
users in the US saw Russian-influenced content 
regarding the 2016 election: predominantly 
memes.  Boards like 4chan, on which users could 
anonymously produce these memes on 
notorious alt-right breeding ground pages like 
8) /pol/, which, ultimately, saw their content 
make it to popular forums as information was 
reposted, shared, and stolen.  Responses have 
varied from country to country, but nothing 
seems to fall in line with the demands of 
memers.  The FCC in the United States rolled 
back net neutrality, allowing large companies to 
have more control over content than individuals, 
who were 9) real upset with the action.  On the 
other end of the spectrum, the EU awaits a vote 
on Article 13, which in addition to having us 
read new privacy policies from every digital 
service we receive, would effectively ban many 
forms of memes. 

 
 

6)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) However 
C) Therefore 
D) As a result 

 

7)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) Yet, the most damaging effect of 

memes in the minds of many 
sociologists has been their influence 
in elections. 

C) Yet, the most damaging effect of 
memes has been their influence in 
the minds of many sociologists in 
elections. 

D) Yet, the most damaging effect of 
memes has been their influence in 
elections in the minds of many 
sociologists. 

 
8)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) /pol/ that, ultimately, saw 
C) /pol/, ultimately saw 
D) /pol/, which ultimately saw 

 
9)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) really upset 
C) truly upset 
D) verily upset 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


