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Parallelism 
10 minutes 

PART I 
 
1) What are the three different types of parallel structure that you will encounter in grammar?  
 

- 
- 
- 

 
2) Name the three different types of clauses that we covered in class: 
 
 
3) Name the five different types of phrases we covered in class thus far: 
 
 
4) What is the Pittsburgh Prep method of checking for pronoun errors? (hint: first letter) 
 
 
5) What is a common use of the past perfect tense? Provide an example.  
 
 
6) How do you construct the progressive tense?  
 
 
7) Name all relative pronouns we learned in class and provide a correct example of one such usage:  
 
 
Correct the following sentences:  
 
8) My hammer is better than every tool on the planet.  
 
9) Frantically vying for attention, my mother’s decision was to use the hammer for every problem in the 

house.  
 

10) Trudeau, Canadian Minister, who was never part of the contingency of hammer creators.  
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PART II 
 
Basketball stars of the NBA may be taking 

the old adage “Go west, young man!” a bit too 
seriously.  It seems that many of the game’s 
greats are more eager to join a team west of the 
Mississippi than they were 1) to stop college ball 
and get into the NBA in the first place.  The 
game’s highest-paid stars even prefer cuts in 
salary 2) over staying in the East.  Rajon Rondo 
opted out of a deal with the Chicago Bulls paying 
$14 million dollars a year to head to the Lakers, 
a previously sub-par team supercharged by the 
presence of Lebron James.  Angry with this 
latest decision, 3) some NBA executives’ plan to 
rebalance the league has grown in popularity. 
 

The current NBA playoff structure allows for 
16 teams to make the playoffs: 8 from the East 
and 8 from the West.  After 3 intraconference 
rounds, each conference’s champion puts 
everything on the line for a chance to have 4) 
their name on the finals’ trophy.  The NBA 
finals, however, have recently become less 
competitive and more predictable with 4 out of 
the last 5 champions coming from the West (the 
sole exception being when the Warriors blew a 
3 − 1 lead against the Cavaliers).  Even more 
alarmingly, the problem is not new: the success 
of the modern Western Conference is fairly 
comparable to 5) the historical Western 
conference, as 14 of the last 20 champions have 
been in the west.  This imbalance of power not 
only is 6) unfair but also is creating 
progressively worse competition in the final 
round of the NBA’s biggest moneymaker: the 
playoffs. 
 

1)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) to play 
C) playing 
D) stopping to play 

 
2)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) than 
C) to 
D) instead of 

 
3)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) the league has been planned to be 

rebalanced by some owners. 
C) a plan to rebalance the league has been 

proposed by certain NBA executives. 
D) a number of NBA executives have 

planned to rebalance the league. 
 

4)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) its 
C) each of their 
D) each team’s 

 
5)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) its success 
C) that of the historical Western conference 
D) those of the historical Western 

conference 
 
6)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) unfair but also creates 
C) unfair but also has created 
D) unfair, but also it is creating 
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To promote a more merit-based playoff 
structure, several angry owners of teams that 
regularly finish 6th in the West have proposed 
having the top 16 teams by record make the 
playoffs.  It seems to many NBA owners in the 
East 7) like this new plan is designed only to 
prevent their competitive success.  This 
objection appears to be more of a slowdown 8) 
than it is a long-term obstacle to the plan, but 
plenty of those exist already.  The people with 
real power over negotiations on the new CBA 9) 
are opposed to any drastic change without data 
on how fans would react.  Another, perhaps 
more logical argument, is that the West is only 
good right now because of the players that NBA 
teams are 10) composed from. 11) 
 
 

7)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) as though this new plan is designed 
C) like to be designed 
D) as though to be designed 

 
8)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) than 
C) than is 
D) than the objection is 

 
9)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) is 
C) would be 
D) had been 

 
10)  
 

A) NO CHANGE 
B) composed with 
C) composed by 
D) composed of 

 
11) Which sentence most logically concludes the 

passage? 
 

A) The new CBA will come out by 2022 at 
the earliest or 2023 if not many owners 
are interested in any major changes. 

B) Although they disagree on the 
methodology, most owners agree that 
something must be done about the 
recent talent drain from the Eastern 
Conference. 

C) The division of talent has gotten more 
pronounced, as every member of the 
2018 All-NBA first team now plays in 
the Western conference. 

D) It is the players’ choice where they want 
to go, so the league shouldn’t do 
anything about the talent imbalance. 

 

  


